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*PRFEMI /T (Description)

This course is designed to familiarise students with the key concepts of
sociolinguistics with a focus on the Labovian variation theory and the quantitative
approach to the study of natural language data gathered in a range of linguistic and
social contexts. This course will address different aspects of phonological,
grammatical, and pragmatic variation, and language contact, focusing on key issues
such as identifying variables, circumscribing the variable context, extracting, coding
and analysing data using GoldVarb X, and examining social and linguistic factors that
condition linguistic variation. We will also look at the language use in the Chinese
speech community and examine the implications of variation for SLA theory. Students
will also apply the insights gleaned to an original study of a linguistic variable of their
choice.
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